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Orest, and in which strong contrasts are not 
used — is developed on the same plan. The Erz- 
bischof's comparison between the letting loose 
of war by the powerful and the letting loose of 
the falcon by the hunter is all a matter of ro- 
mantic contrasts. And no one can read Tal- 
bot's death scene (11. 2318-2356) without feel- 
ing the effect of the contrasts that centre 
around such word-pairs as " Gotter-Dumm- 
heit," " Vernunft-Aberwitz," "ernstes Leben- 
grobes Gaukelspiel," " Kriegsruhm-Staub," 
"lange Freundschaft-kurzer Abschied." In 
short, we find Schiller's most poetic contrasts 
thus far in this romantic tragedy; just as we 
find in the Maid 22 herself the greatest of con- 
trasts as compared with the other characters. 
She was for Schiller the symbol of the poetic 
will. 

Allen Wilson Porterfield. 

Barnard College. 



BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES ON GATIEN DE 
COUETILZ, SIEUR DU VERGER 

All readers of Dumas' Trois Mousquetaires 
know the name of at least one of Courtilz' 
novels, but little precise information concern- 
ing the author has been available. The bio- 
graphical dictionaries and encyclopaedias, which 
uniformly follow Lelong and Niceron, are full 
of inaccuracies and errors. Some interest in 
Courtilz has been shown recently, and it may 
be worth while to collect all available data. 
The man took such pains to conceal his identity 
that contemporaries were not sure of his name 
and knew little of his life. What is here added 
to their accounts comes from Jal's Dictionnaire 

22 Cf. 11. 3189-3192, in which Johanna says: 

Du siehst nur das Natiirliche der Dinge, 
Denn deinen Blick umhtlllt das ird'sche Band. 
Ich habe das TJnsterbliehe mit Augen 
Gesehen. 

Throughout the entire drama, it is not only a mat- 
ter of allowing art to portray faithfully the Maid's 
character; it is also a question of elevating the other 
characters through her influence. 



critique, Ravaisson's Archives de la Bastille, 
and from manuscripts preserved at Paris. 1 

The family of Courtilz seems to have been 
originally of Liege. 2 The first known of the 
name was Conrad Walgraphe de Courtilz, men- 
tioned in documents coming from the archives 
of Liege. He was present at the marriage of 
his son, Gerard, in 1373. The first who came 
to France was Hermand de Courtilz, who emi- 
grated about 1455, and married Jeanne de 
Canny, of a noble Picard family. By various 
advantageous marriages the Courtilz rapidly 
gained wealth, and several large branches can 
be traced. Gatien declares himself, in the con- 
tract of his second marriage 3 and in an in- 
ventory of his titles to nobility,* son of Jean 
de Courtilz, seigneur de Tourly, and of Marie 
de Sandras. The estate of Tourly 5 had come 
into the possession of the family toward the 
end of the fifteenth century by the marriage 
of one Jean de Courtilz with Isabeau de St. 
Pierre aux Champs. The mother of Gatien 
seems to have belonged to a family of Cham- 
pagne. 8 Several signatures of Gatien have been 
preserved. He wrote " Gatien de Courtilz," to 
which he sometimes added " Seigneur de San- 
dras." Hence the name by which he has gener- 
ally been known. Niceron says that the widow 
of Gatien (his third wife) could give no explan- 
ation of this title. It is likely that Marie de 
Sandras had brought some land in her dowry, 
and that her son, always eager for the insignia 

1 It is a pleasure to thank Professor C. H. Grand- 
gent for kindly criticism of this article. A complete 
study of the life and writings of Courtilz is to ap- 
pear shortly. A resume, containing the relation of 
Courtilz to Lesage, has recently been published in 
the Modern Language Review, Vol. IX, pp. 475-492. 

2 The documents on which the following conclu- 
sions are founded will be quoted at length in my 
forthcoming study. 

3 Cited by Jal. 

1 Preserved at the Bibliotheque de I' Arsenal. 

5 The little village of Tourly (Oise, cant, de Chau- 
mont, arr. de Beauvais ) , possesses a church and a 
chateau of the fourteenth century. 

8 1 have not found the name of Gatien or of his 
parents in the manuscript genealogies at the Bibl. 
Nat., but a careful study of all the evidence leads to 
the conclusion that he was descended from a younger 
son of the branch of the Courtilz who were lords of 
Tourlv and other estates. 
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of nobility, assumed this title for lack of better. 
"Why did he not call himself seigneur de 
Tourly? Among the documents regarding 
Gatien which are preserved in the Arsenal 
Library is an inventory of papers presented 
by him to prove his nobility. In them is men- 
tioned an act dated the tenth of January, 1670, 
"par lequel M re Gatien de Courtilz, chevalier, 
ills de M re Jean de Courtilz, aussi ch er , sei- 
gneur de Tourly, et de dame Marie de Sandras, 
renonce a la succession de son pere, et s'en tient 
au douaire de la dame sa mere et au legs fait 
a son profit par dame Helene de Billy, son 
aieule maternelle." 7 

Another item mentions a document " par 
lequel led* S r de Courtilz [i. e. Gatien], en 
qualite d'heritier de dame Marie de Sandras, 
sa mere, veuve de M re Jean de Courtilz, cheva- 
lier, etc., vend a Guillaume Henne les heritages 
y mentionnes, moyennant 30 livres de rente." 
The document is lost and there is no identify- 
ing the heritages. In any case, Gatien had the 
title of Seig r de Sandras in 1684, as is shown 

' There is at least one error here. HelSne de Billy, 
according to the same inventory, was the mother of 
the father of Gatien, hence his paternal grandmother. 
She had married a Jean de Courtilz (see d'Hozier, 
Armorial general, II, 240). But, according to the 
manuscript genealogies, Jean had only two sons, 
JV. . . de Courtilz, seigneur de Tourly, who died 
without contracting marriage, and Jacques de Cour- 
tilz, seigneur de Tourly apres son frere, also deceased 
unmarried. The only remaining child, a daughter 
named Louise, married one Louis de CISre, baron de 
Beaumetz, Dec. 22, 1615. There is no mention of 
the Jean, seigneur de Tourly, whom Gatien claims 
as his father. It seems more likely that he was the 
grandson of a Charles, mentioned as the brother of 
Jean and brother-in-law of Helene. The descendants 
of younger members of the family are not named. 
Then, after the death of the sons of H6l6ne, the 
estate of Tourly passed in total or partial title to 
Jean, son of the aforesaid Charles and father of 
Gatien. After the death of this Jean, the estate re- 
turned to the older branch, descendants of Louise de 
Courtilz and Louis de C16re. This hypothesis is sup- 
ported by the following mention in the inventory: 
" Transaction entre Mre. Louis de Clere, chevalier, 
seigr de Tourly, et ledit Sr Gatien de Courtilz, parde- 
vant notaires il Paris, en date du 3 mars 1672 pour 
raison dudit legs." Gatien may well have claimed 
descent from H616ne de Billy as being the greatest 
dame of the family. 



by Jal. In the contract of his third marriage, 
also cited by Jal, he writes, Seig r du Verger. 
Documents at the Arsenal Library prove that 
he acquired this estate the 4th of June, 1689. 
The above-cited inventory seems to belong to 
a claim to exemption from taxes, as a noble, on 
this estate. 8 I have given the foregoing evi- 
dence in detail in order to justify my suppo- 
sition as to the correct name of our writer. 

The date and place of birth of Gatien are 
doubtful. Sallengre says he was a native of 
Champagne, apparently because his mother was 
a Champenoise. Lelong, correcting Sallengre, 
says he was born at Montargis, 9 and this state- 
ment, repeated by Niceron, appears in a num- 
ber of biographical dictionaries. But Lelong, 
in his essay on Courtilz, and Niceron, correct- 
ing his earlier article, declare that he was born 
at Paris. Niceron adds " rue de l'TJniversite." 
A register of marriage contracts of the parish 
of St. Germain l'Auxerrois for the year 1640 
proves that there was a family of Courtilz at 
Paris at this time. The date of the birth of 
Gatien is usually put at about 1644. 

Nothing is known of the youth and educa- 
tion of Gatien. Lelong says he was a soldier 10 
and captain in the regiment of Champagne. 
The contract of his second marriage states 
that he was " capitaine dans le regiment de 
Beaupre" in 1678. Ravaisson, without citing 
his authority, says he was " d'abord mousque- 
taire, ensuite cornette dans le regiment Eoyal- 
Etranger, puis lieutenant et capitaine dans 
le Tegiment de Beaupre Choiseul, ou il fut 
casse." 11 

8 For the coat of arms of Gatien see J. B. Rielstap, 
Armorial general, Gouda, 1887, 2 vols, in 8vo. 

'See the Bill. Hist., 1st ed., Paris, 1719, under 
No. 9745. This is changed in the revised edition. 
The earlier statement seems based on the fact that 
Le Verger is near Montargis. 

10 This is confirmed by a police report drawn up 
during his imprisonment : " II a 6t€ offieier dans les 
troupes, depuis fitabli en Hollande en qualite" d'au- 
teur, etc." Ravaisson cites part of this document, 
op. cit., X, p. 7. The complete text is in the Bibl. 
Nat., Coll. Clair., no. 283, fol. 353. 

11 1 have not been able to get any further evidence 
as to his military career. The archives of the war 
office have no record of him, and his name is not in 
the Gazette, nor in the Chron. Hist. Mil. of Pinard. 
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From the few existing documents some evi- 
dence can be gleaned regarding the movements 
of Gatien from 1682 until his arrest. He was 
at Paris in 1682, and signed a paper by which 
his wife bound herself to pay his debts. These 
seem to have been numerous enough to justify 
Bayle's assertion that his first pamphlets were 
pot-boilers. Lelong says he moved to Holland 
in 1683 to have these books printed. They were 
contraband goods which finally landed their 
author in the Bastille. He was at Paris the 
23rd of March, 1684, and signed the certificate 
of baptism of his son at St. Sulpice. 12 In Hol- 
land, says Lelong, he was known under the 
name of de Montfort, 13 and in fact, among the 
papers seized upon him at the time of his arrest 
is the record of transactions of a M. de Mont- 
fort with a M. Canto of Liege during the years 
1688-89. Lelong adds that he thought proper 
to change his residence after the publication of 
the Histoire de la guerre en Hollande (1689), 
which had offended his hosts, and that he re- 
turned to Paris. From there we have a few 
letters " written to his wife, who was at Le 

M. Funck-Brentano (Oat. des Mss. de la Bibl. de 
VArs., T. IX, pp. 81-82), repeats the notice of 
Ravaisson, and adds that Courtilz was cashiered 
after the peace of Nimegue. There are in the works 
of Courtilz scattered references which may be cited 
for what they are worth. L'Histoire de la guerre 
en Hollande claims to be the work of an eye-witness 
who had fought through the whole war. In the 
Mercure historique et politique (T. V, p. 789), the 
writer claims to have been present at the death of 
Turenne, which is vividly described in the Histoire 
(Livre IV, p. 297). A " Sr de Courtilz, Lieutenant 
Colonel de Cavalerie, Francois de nation " in the 
service of Denmark, is mentioned in the Mercure 
(T. IV, p. 442). Again in the Histoire (Vol. I, pp. 
335-336) a " Courtils (sic), capitaine de cavalerie," 
is named as in command of the rear-guard of the 
French army at le Col de Bagnols in Spain. The 
preface of VHistoire des promesses illusoires states 
that the work is written by a Frenchman, who had 
been for some time in Cologne, vainly seeking ad- 
vancement in the army which " S. A. Electorate veut 
mettre sur pied pour la defense de PEmpire." This 
work was published in 1684. 

12 Cited by Jal. 

"Sallengre calls him Montfort de Courtilz, and 
police records, cited by Ravaisson, call him Montfort 
(<•• Courtils (sic). 

*•• Preserved at the Bibl. de 1' Arsenal. 



Verger. In these letters he shows a warm af- 
fection for her, and a lively interest in the 
affairs of his provincial neighbors. In one he 
expresses his regret at the death of the village 
cure, and declares that he shall not feel at home 
with a new one. In another, much worried 
about his wife's health, he writes naively 
enough: "Mande-moi si tu es grosse absolu- 
ment." It is good to recall such incidents, 
which throw a more sympathetic light on this 
licentious pamphleteer, who delights in de- 
scribing with no little vivacity the amorous 
intrigues of the great. 

There is good evidence that Gatien kept an 
interest in the army and that he recruited 
soldiers for his military friends. Among the 
Arsenal Library documents is a letter signed 
" de Courtilz Sandras " with a certificate of 
the death of one recruit and asking for five or 
six new ones. 

More interesting is the proof that Gatien was 
active in aiding his associates, venders of con- 
traband books, etc., to escape the consequences 
of their misdeeds. One of these fellows, 
Godard de Eeims, was the cause of his im- 
prisonment. 15 

On the 20th of April, 1693, he was incar- 
cerated in the Bastille as a " f aiseur de libelles 
dangereux, remplis d'injures atroces contre la 
France, le gouvernement et les ministres." And 
the report adds : " Doit etre bien garde." 
However, his wife secured permission to visit 
him frequently and in June, 1696, he obtained 
"la liberte de la eour." So, although Bos- 
nians was charged to take care that the prisoner 
should not write or receive any papers other 
than family documents brought by his wife, 
and though his meeting with her was under the 
supervision of an officer, there is no reason to 
cancel from the list of his works a book which 
appeared during his imprisonment. He profited 
by this experience when describing the suffer- 
ings of some of his heroes in the Bastille, no- 
tably in the Memoires de M. de la Fontaine 

15 Ravaisson, op. cit., X, p. 7, quotes a part of this 
document. Thus printed it has been misinterpreted. 
It is a police report on certain prisoners then at the 
Bastille (dated 13 octobre 1697). See Coll. Clair., 
n. 283, fol. 353, at the Bibl. Nat. 
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(1698), whose history seems to have been based 
on that of a fellow-prisoner. 18 One cannot help 
wondering whether the first idea of the Me- 
moires de M. d'Artagnan (the famous captain 
was a fellow-countryman and comrade of Bes- 
maus in their early days) did not come from 
this contact with the superintendent of the 
Bastille, or from stories told about him by 
other prisoners. Gatien seems to have kept a 
grudge against Besmaus. 

The Archives at Paris possess an anonymous 
letter 17 addressed to d'Argenson. It is dated 
the 18th of January, 1699. The chief of po- 
lice is directed to see Courtils (sic) and learn 
from him whether, if released, he has means 
to earn an honest living. The prisoner appar- 
ently gave satisfaction, for, six weeks later, on 
the 2nd of March, 1699, he was released. He 
received the order, however, to quit Paris and 
"de n'en approcher de sa vie de vingt lieues 
aux environs." 

Deprived of Paris, Gatien was discontented, 
and three months later he obtained permission 
to return for three months to receive medical 
treatment. He managed to remain a longer 
time — the documents cited by Eavaisson indi- 
cate some connivance on the part of the police 
— and he soon drew upon himself the suspicion 
of the authorities. Police records, cited by 
Eavaisson, give an interesting picture of this 
period of his life. He seems to have plied his 
trade right under the nose of the officials. " II 
a le secret de les [ses ouvrages imprimes en 
Hollande] f aire entrer dans Paris comme il veut 
par des correspondances secretes. II en fait 
des debits extraordinaires ; il les vend en blanc ; 
il a un relieur attitre pour les relier," etc. 

However, on the 12th of September, 1701, 
an anonymous letter from Eotterdam addressed 
to d'Argenson denounced the just published 
Annales de la Gour et de Paris, 1 * and on the 
28th of December Pontchartrain wrote from 



"The reasons for this statement will be fully set 
forth in my complete study. 

"Archives, cote O 1 43, fol. 29. 

"This letter, cited as anonymous by Eavaisson, 
was written by Bayle. See Hermann Runge, Gatien 
de Gourtilz de Sandras und die Anfange des Mercure 
Eistorique et Politique, Halle, 1887, pp. 20-21. 



Versailles to d'Argenson: "II ne faut pas 
differer d'arreter du Eollet et Courtils (sic), 
s'ils se trouvent coupables, et les mettre a la 
B." 19 

No other documents have been discovered in 
regard to the second imprisonment, and noth- 
ing is known beyond Lelong's statement that 
he was imprisoned in 1702, and passed nine 
years in the Bastille. During the first three, 
adds Lelong, he was gaoled in a small cell. 20 

Gatien de Courtilz married three times, if 
we may trust Jal. Nothing is known of his 
first wife. His second was Louise Pannetier, 
whom he married the 14th of March, 1678. 
Her father, according to Jal, was " Maistre 
Jacques Pannetier, secretaire de M e Ladvocat, 
maistre des requestes." He had stipulated that 
she should be " separee de biens d'avec lui." 
I have referred to the document of 1682 21 by 
which she bound herself to pay her husband's 
debts; the few letters preserved of Gatien's are 
addressed to her, and she is mentioned in the 
above-cited police reports. The date of her 
death is unknown. Immediately after his sec- 
ond exit from the Bastille, if we accept Le- 
long's dates, Gatien married, on the 4th of 
February, 1711, Marguerite Maurice, widow of 
the bookseller Amable Auroy. 

He died the 8th of May, 1712, "rue du 
Hurepois," and was buried in the cemetery of 
St. Andre des Arcs the following day. 22 

Benjamin M. Woodbridge. 

University of Texas. 

19 Cited by Eavaisson, X, p. 407. 

20 Eavaisson observes in a note : " Beuchot in- 
sinua dans la Biographie universelle, que cet ouvrage 
{Les Annates) avait fait mettre de Courtils (sie) 
k la Bastille. On voit que les Annales ont paru 
longtemps apres la sortie du prisonnier." But it 
should be noticed that Beuchot is only repeating 
Lelong. Both refer to the second imprisonment, for 
they were ignorant of the first. Beuchot says, with 
Lelong and Niceron, that Gatien returned to Holland 
in 1694. 

21 See Dossiers Bleus, no. 218, fol. 395, at the Bibl. 
Nat. 

22 Marriage contracts and date of death are taken 
from Jal. 



